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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Saito 
et al. (US. 6266160). 

Regarding claim 1, Saito et al. network facsimile machine connectable to PSTN and 
a second network and adapted to receive fax data from a remote machine over the 
PSTN and deliver the fax data to recipients on the second network (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 
39-49), the network facsimile machine comprising: 

A capabilities storage unit that stores data for delivery recipients on said second 
network and corresponding reception capabilities for said delivery recipients (fig. 3, col. 

3. lines 18-24); 

A communication control unit (ref 1 and 2: fig. 2, col. 2, lines 54-64) that receives 
delivery recipient-specifying data over the PSTN, looks up this data in said capabilities 
storage unit, and transmits a signal over the PSTN declaring reception capabilities of a 
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delivery recipient specified by the recipient-specifying data (fig. 4, col. 3, lines 38-43; 
lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 4, Saito et al. the network facsimile machine of claim 1 wherein at 
least one of the delivery recipients on the second network is a terminal device (fig. 2, 
col. 4, lines 7-12). 

Regarding claim 5, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 
wherein the delivery recipient specified by the recipient-specifying data is a terminal 
device (server 3) connected to said second network (fig. 4, col. 3, lines 45-59). 

Regarding claim 6, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 2 
wherein the capabilities storage unit stores addresses of the delivery recipients on the 
second network, the recipient -specifying data, and reception capabilities of said 
delivery recipients in predetermined correspondence (fig. 4, col. 3, lines 15-52). 

Regarding claim 7, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 3 
wherein the capabilities storage unit stores addresses of the delivery recipients on the 
second network, the recipient-specifying data, and reception capabilities of said delivery 
recipients in predetermined relationship (fig. 4, col. 3, lines 15-52). 
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Regarding claim 8, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 
wherein at least one of the delivery recipients on the second network is an output 
device(internet facsimile -1) (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 54-64). 

Regarding claim 9, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 
wherein the delivery recipient specified by the recipient-specifying data is an output 
device connected to said second network (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 39-46). 

Regarding claim 10, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 
wherein the reception capabilities include resolution (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 18-24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3, and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saito et al. (US. 6266160) in view of Oseto (US. 6097797). 

Regarding claim 2, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 . 
Saito et al. do not disclose wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a 
sub-address (SUB). 
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Oseto discloses wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a sub-address 
(SUB) (fig.9, col. 12, lines 25-48). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Saito et al. wherein handshake protocol would take place prior to transmission of 
data to ensure accurate transmission and completion. 

Regarding claim 3, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 . 
Saito et al. do not disclose wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a 
Transmitting Subscriber Identification (TSI) signal. 

Oseto discloses wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a Transmitting 
Subscriber Identification (TSI) signal (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 32-37). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Saito et al. wherein handshake protocol would take place prior to transmission of 
data to ensure accurate transmission and completion. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 . 

Saito et al. do not disclose wherein when broadcasting to plurality of delivery 
recipients on the second network, the reception capabilities of a delivery recipient with 
the lowest reception capability is declared. 
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Oseto discloses wherein when broadcasting to plurality of delivery recipients on 
the second network, the reception capabilities of a delivery recipient with the lowest 
reception capability is declared (fig. 2, col. 7, lines 13-17). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Saito et al. wherein the range of reception capabilities are identified for precise 
matching of a specific device to prevent error in the transmission output. 

Regarding claim 12, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 1 
Oseto discloses wherein when broadcasting to plurality of delivery recipients on the 
second network , the reception capabilities of a delivery recipient with the highest 
reception capability is declared (fig. 2, col. 7, lines 17-20). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Saito et al. wherein the range of reception capabilities are identified for precise 
matching of a specific device to prevent error in the transmission output. 

Regarding claim 13, Saito et al. discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 

1. 

Saito et al. do not disclose wherein the second network is a LAN. 

Oseto discloses wherein the second network is a LAN (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 22-27). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Saito et al. wherein a LAN woud be implemented to provide a wide range of 
network communication., 
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5. Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oseto (US. 6097797) in view of Saito et a\. (US. 6266160) 

Regarding claim 14, Oseto discloses a communication method for use with a 
network facsimile machine connected to PSTN and a second network, at least one 
recipient being connected to the second network, (fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 18-345) comprising 
the steps of: 

(A) responding to a call from a remote facsimile machine over PSTN (fig. 7, col. 10, 
lines 23-29); 

(B) receiving delivery recipient-specifying data from the remote facsimile machine over 
the PSTN (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 30-35); 

( C) Oseto does not disclose determining reception capabilities of a designated 
delivery recipient based on the received recipient-specifying data 

(C) Saito et al. discloses determining reception capabilities of a designated delivery 
recipient based on the received recipient-specifying data (fig. 4, col. 3, lines 38-43; lines 
65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-6); 

(D) transmitting a signal to the remote facsimile machine over the PSTN declaring the 
reception capabilities of the designated recipient (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 32-41). 

(E) receiving facsimile data from the remote facsimile machine over the PSTN (fig. 7, 
col. 11, lines 7-13); and 
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(F) delivering the received facsimile data to the designated delivery recipient over the 
second network (fig. 7, col. 11, lines 14-21). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Oseto wherein the capabilities are identified and stored in association with the 
communication signal to enable accurate fax transmission. 

Regarding claim 15, Oseto discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 14, 
wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a sub-address (SUB) (fig. 9, col. 12, 
lines 25-48). 

Regarding claim 16, Oseto discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 14 
wherein the delivery recipient-specifying data is a Transmitting Subscriber Identification 
(TSI) signal (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 17, Oseto discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 14 
wherein designated delivery recipient is a terminal device connected to said second 
network (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 22-44). 

Regarding claim 18, Oseto discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 14 
wherein designated delivery recipient is an output device connected to said second 
network (fig. 1, col. 5, lines 18-41). 
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Regarding claim 19, Oseto discloses the network facsimile machine of claim 14 
wherein the reception capabilities include resolution (fig. 2, col. 6, lines 64-66). 

Regarding claim 20, Oseto discloses the communication method of claim 14 wherein 
a plurality of delivery recipients are designated by the recipient-specifying data at step B 
(fig. 11, col. 13, lines 31-41), reception capabilities of each of the plurality of delivery 
recipients are determined at step C (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 45-67 and col. 11, lines 1-14), 
and a signal declaring the reception capabilities of a delivery recipient with the lowest 
reception capabilities is transmitted to the remote facsimile machine over the PSTN at 
step D (fig. 7, col. 10, lines 23-44). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sakayama et al. (US. 5907599), Huna (US. 6438217), Saito et al. 
(US. 6587219), IwaZaki (US. 6457044), Mori (US. 6348927), Sato et al. (US. 6230189) 
are cited to show related art with respect to facsimile communication. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 - 306- 
5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
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